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Parker's point of view is that individual responsibility and individual 
selfishness are both seriously underrated. Further, Parker professed 
a so-called scientific unwillingness to give full recognition to the intangible 
but nevertheless highly influential forces of moral motivation. 

In the essay on "Understanding Labor Unrest," Parker makes 
plain how unjust laboring conditions supported by abstract and harsh 
economic theories have suppressed the normal and healthy instincts 
of many laborers and created the spirit of radicalism. The essay on 
"The I.W.W." is the best available analysis of the type of mental 
attitude which is common among the defeated strata of American 
labor. In "Motives in Economic Life," Parker observes that "the 
domination of society by one economic class has for its chief evil the 
thwarting of the instinct life of the subordinate class and the perversion 
of the upper class." While this conclusion is correct as far as it goes, 
it overrates the importance of the instinct life. It fails to provide for 
the defeat of that virulent selfishness which is now so outspoken in 
both parties of the class struggle. It does not bespeak a socialization 
of the purposes of all classes. 



E. S. Bogardus 



University of Southern California 



Broken Homes. By Joanna C. Colcord. New York: The 
Russel Sage Foundation, iqiq. Pp. 208. $1.00. 
Statistics indicate that 10 per cent of the demands made upon 
organized charity come from family desertion. The proportion of 
time and money spent in dealing with such cases is in excess of that 
figure. For years it has been one of the most expensive and baffling 
of the problems faced by relief societies, and one productive of extensive 
harmful effects upon society at large. To professional charity workers, 
especially, this little volume of Miss Colcord's should prove of real 
value and serviceability, for it contains the most thoroughgoing and 
practical plan of dealing with desertion which has yet appeared. The 
writer is herself a specialist within this field, and she is able to supple- 
ment her own extensive experience and observation with first-hand 
knowledge of the methods and judgments of many of the ablest workers 
in the country. The book must be regarded as the authority to date 
on the important question of how to deal with cases of this type. Details 
of immediate treatment are supplemented by practical suggestions as 
to " next steps in corrective treatment." The closing chapter is devoted 
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to "next steps in preventive treatment," a topic of still greater concern; 
but with the exception of a suggested domestic consultation bureau 
to be established in connection with organized family agencies, it fails 
to afford as much practical assistance as the preceding chapters. Since 
the volume deals entirely with desertion and non-support, which con- 
stitute only one type of broken homes, the title is too broad, and some- 
what misleading. 



Earle E. Eubank 



Y.M.C.A. College, Chicago 



The Social Interpretation of History. A Refutation of the Marxian 
Economic Interpretation of History. By Maurice William. 
Brooklyn, 1920. Pp. 222. 

Aroused by the disorganization and disintegration resultant from 
the Great War, Mr. William, a disciple of Marxian Socialism for more 
than a quarter of a century, investigated for himself and came to the 
conclusion that Marx was mistaken in his claim to have discovered 
the laws of social evolution. Mr. William repudiates the class struggle 
as anti-social and says that co-operation and harmonizing the interests 
of mankind is the true method of progress, hence the title of his book. 

If this is an indication of what is going on in the minds of enough 
socialists to leaven the mass, if they begin to doubt the absolute 
reliability of the Marxian formulations and are willing to search for 
fresh guidance, it augurs well for a broadening and deepening of the 
socialist movement. Undoubtedly the greatest obstacle to that develop- 
ment has been and is the absolutely unquestioning faith in Marxian 
principles and failure to accept the scientific method that is emerging 
in the social sciences. 

Victor E. Helleberg 

University of Kansas 

The Modern Household. By Marion Talbot and Sophonisba 
Preston Breckinridge. Boston: Whitcomb and Barrows, 
1919. Pp. 1-93. $1.00. 
This volume is a revision of the 1912 edition. There is little change 
in the text except the inclusion of a page or two setting forth concisely 
the effect of the war upon fashions in dress. The suggestive questions 
at the end of each chapter have been carefully revised and the bibliog- 
raphies accompanying the several chapters have been enriched by the 
addition of new titles, especially those dealing with food, clothing, and 
household management. 



